
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
JOINT STATEMENT 

 
V6 is the association of the following six societies: 

 
  Austrian Statistical Society 
  Czech Statistical Society 
  Hungarian Statistical Association 
  Romanian Society of Statistics 
  Slovak Statistical and Demographical Society 
  Statistical Society of Slovenia 
 

The objective of the V6 is to facilitate, among others, scientific 
progress, promote the application of professional ethics and the 
fundamental principles of official statistics, and best practices in 
statistics in their respective countries.  

    
Five members of the V61 agree that the principle of professional 
independence of the European Statistics Code of Practice (denoted 
Code/CoP) in what follows), in particular indicators 1.1 and 1.82 are of 
core importance for the reliability and credibility of the official 
statistics.  

 
The V6 has been observing that recruitment and dismissal procedures 
for heads and top management posts of National Statistical Institutes 
are not always in line with the Code’s first principle and the indicators 
mentioned below. It seems in these cases that staff of the best 
professional qualification and experience has been dismissed; officials 
without sufficient expertise in Statistics are appointed as senior 
experts and top managers in some Statistical Institutes. 
Trustworthiness, confidentiality, credibility of official statistics are built 
on the professional integrity of an NSIs. Recruitment and dismissal  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  The Romanian Society of Statistics was excused. 
2	  CoP, Principle 1, Ind. 1.1: “The independence of the National Statistical Institutes 
and Eurostat from political and other external interference in developing, producing 
and disseminating statistics is specified in law and assured for other statistical 
authorities“ 
CoP, Principle 1, Ind. 1.8: „The appointment of the heads of the National Statistical 
Institutes and Eurostat and, where appropriate, the heads of other statistical 
authorities, is based on professional competence only. The reasons on the basis of 
which the incumbency can be terminated are specified in the legal framework. These 
cannot include reasons compromising professional or scientific independence.“	  
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